We Are...Marshall, May 9, 2018 by Office of Marshall University Communications
Marshall University
Marshall Digital Scholar
We Are ... Marshall: the Newsletter for Marshall
University 1999-Current Marshall Publications
5-9-2018
We Are...Marshall, May 9, 2018
Office of Marshall University Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://mds.marshall.edu/mu_newsletter
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the Marshall Publications at Marshall Digital Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in
We Are ... Marshall: the Newsletter for Marshall University 1999-Current by an authorized administrator of Marshall Digital Scholar. For more
information, please contact zhangj@marshall.edu, martj@marshall.edu.
Recommended Citation
Office of Marshall University Communications, "We Are...Marshall, May 9, 2018" (2018). We Are ... Marshall: the Newsletter for
Marshall University 1999-Current. 549.
http://mds.marshall.edu/mu_newsletter/549
 
 
   The Newsletter for Marshall University                              May 9, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Taylor named provost and senior vice president for academic 
affairs 
 
President Gilbert has announced that Dr. Jaime (pronounced “Hi-
meh”) R. Taylor, dean of the College of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics at Austin Peay State University, has 
been named Marshall’s next provost and senior vice president for 
academic affairs. 
 
Taylor will replace Dr. Gayle L. Ormiston, who has announced he will 
step down at the end of the current academic year. Taylor’s 
appointment is effective July 1. 
 
“I am extremely pleased Dr. Taylor has accepted my offer to be 
provost and senior vice president for academic affairs,” said Gilbert. 
“He has an outstanding history of accomplishments in enrollment management, relationship 
building and shared governance, academic program development, community partnerships and 
fiscal management. Dr. Taylor will be an excellent fit for Marshall University. It’s exciting to 
have him as part of our team.” 
 
Taylor said, “Marshall University has set forth some very ambitious goals, and I am confident 
the university can achieve those goals after having visited the campus. It wasn’t just the expertise 
of the individuals I met that impressed me, it was the sense of community across campus and the 
deep affection the students, staff and faculty have for Marshall University that really got me 
excited about the opportunity to become part of such a great institution!” 
 
Search committee member Dr. Kelli Johnson, head of access services and outreach for Marshall 
University Libraries and Online Learning, agreed Taylor is the right person for the job. 
 
She added, “The committee was obviously impressed by Dr. Taylor’s resume and his breadth of 
accomplishments and experience, but what really hit home were his collaborative spirit, his 
openness and his approachability. He is the perfect fit for Marshall, embodies our creed and will 
help us we move forward in meeting the ambitious goals set forth by President Gilbert.” 
 
Taylor, who has a background in mathematics and computational physics, has held a faculty 
appointment at Austin Peay since 1996, when he joined the university with a B.S. in physics 
from Austin Peay (1990), and an M.S. (1991) and a Ph.D. (1995) in engineering science from the 
University of Tennessee Space Institute. 
 
Taylor has served as dean at Austin Peay since 2008, except for 2013-15, when he served as the 
institution’s interim provost and vice president for academic affairs. This year, he has been on 
temporary leave from the dean’s position to serve as Austin Peay’s first presidential fellow, 
conducting research and working directly with the university president on strategy and policy 
related to Tennessee’s formula funding model for higher education. 
 
As dean, he worked with department chairs to add new degree programs at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels. Taylor also led initiatives to increase enrollment and improve 
student success, resulting in a more than doubling of the number of graduates in the college. 
 
While interim provost, he developed and implemented strategies to ensure Austin Peay remained 
Tennessee’s leading institution in the state’s outcome-based funding formula, which bases 
funding for each higher education institution on its number of graduates. He established two 
programs—an out-of-state scholarship and the guaranteed community college graduate 
scholarship—which were later replicated by other universities in the state. 
 
After the first year of using recruitment strategies put in place while Taylor was interim provost, 
Austin Peay experienced record growth of more than 30 percent in its freshman class. In 
addition, both years he served as interim provost, Austin Peay made the Chronicle of Higher 
Education’s “Great Colleges to Work For” Honor Roll for Confidence in Senior Leadership and 
Collaborative Governance. 
 
Prior to his appointment as dean, Taylor was the chair of the university’s Department of Physics 
and Astronomy from 2000-08. 
 
His research interests are in applications of biologically inspired algorithms or “soft computing” 
methods such as neural networks, fuzzy systems and genetic algorithms, and during the summers 
of 1996, 1997, 2001 and 2002, he served as a NASA Faculty Fellow at Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville, Ala. He also has conducted research at the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile 
Command at Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, working on pulse-coupled neural networks for 
military and space-based applications. 
 
Taylor and his wife, Stacy, have two children, Makenzie and Jordan. 
 
His full resume is available online here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Marshall, Nu Jazz Agency to host International Jazz Festival 
June 19-23 
 
Marshall University, in partnership with the Nu Jazz Agency, 
will host the inaugural Huntington International Jazz Festival 
(huntingtonjazzfest.org) June 19-23 in Huntington, in 
conjunction with the Marsalis International Jazz Piano 
Competition June 22-23 on the Huntington campus. The Jazz 
Piano Competition is among the largest competitions of its type 
in the world, and will be a triennial event in Huntington offering 
an awards package of more than $200,000 in cash and prizes. 
 
The five-day jazz festival will include everything from jazz performances to a family-friendly 
street festival to a jazz-related exhibit at the Huntington Museum of Art. It will feature 
community activities for people of all ages, appealing not only to jazz aficionados but to lovers 
of music, art and literature. The activities will culminate with two back-to-back nights of 
historical performances from the Marsalis Family Quintet, Arturo O’Farrill and the O’Farrill 
Family Quartet, and Jon Batiste of the Stephen Colbert Show. 
 
The Marsalis family has been “America’s First Family of Jazz,” including co-artistic directors 
and NEA Jazz Masters Ellis and Jason Marsalis, who will be joined by family members Branford 
Marsalis and Delfeayo Marsalis in a rare family performance. Also highlighted at the festival 
will be performances by the Jon Batiste Trio and “America’s First Family of Afro-Latin Jazz,” 
five-time Grammy and Latin Grammy award winner Arturo O’Farrill, with his sons Adam 
O’Farrill and Zack O’Farrill. 
 
The festival opens on Tuesday, June 19, with an exhibit at the Huntington Museum of Art 
featuring the photographs of legendary jazz photographer Herman Leonard. Other events 
planned throughout the festival include a recreation of Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music Concert, a 
special one-hour discussion on understanding jazz music, a concert of children’s musical 
favorites set in the jazz style; and a special literary discussion on the photographs, life and 
writings of legendary Jazz bassist Milt “The Judge” Hinton. In addition, the Marshall University 
Jazz I Ensemble will perform a concert featuring NEA Jazz Master Jason Marsalis. Also, there 
will be an exhibition of never-before-seen photographs from the Marsalis family archives and 
much more. 
 
Weekend events will begin on Friday, June 22, with a performance from the Marshall University 
Jazz-MU- Tazz Summer Camp participants; the first two performance rounds of the Ellis 
Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition finals; followed by the headline act, the Marsalis 
Family Quintet. Saturday, June 23, brings a street fair with arts, crafts and other activities for 
children, along with food and beverage stands and pop-up mini jazz concerts. Saturday’s events 
will also feature Arturo O’Farrill with his family quartet in a Latin Jazz concert, as well as the 
final two performance rounds of the Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition. The 
final evening of the inaugural festival will conclude with the awards ceremony announcing the 
first, second, and third-place winners of the competition, along with other special awards and a 
final headline performance by the Jon Batiste Trio. 
 
“I believe this to be a groundbreaking event for music as well as the state of West Virginia.” 
Ellis Marsalis said. “The city of Huntington’s residents deserve to have a rich cultural experience 
based in their own community, which they can share with the Tri-State area. Now, for the first 
time, they can celebrate America’s music and the cultural diversity it represents in the Mountain 
State.” 
  
 
“Marshall University has been important to the state of West Virginia and seminal to the city of 
Huntington. Their dedication to the people in the community and to Jazz music makes them our 
ideal partner for the Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano Competition and Huntington 
International Jazz Festival,” said Jerald Miller, managing director of the Nu Jazz Agency. “The 
Tri-State area is such a tremendous resource to the state and to our entire country, that the idea of 
launching the first international jazz event of this kind is a dream come true for all of us. I 
believe that in the years to come, this event will help to build a stronger community and broader 
appreciation for jazz music, the performing arts, and a host of other art forms in this area.” 
 
Marshall was selected as an ideal place for the jazz competition because of its commitment to 
jazz education. Under the direction of Dr. Martin Saunders, Marshall University’s jazz studies 
program offers 13 jazz courses and degrees at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. They 
are housed in the Jomie Jazz Center, a 12,700-square-foot facility with classrooms, practice 
rooms, media facilities, a recording studio, a rehearsal hall and performance spaces dedicated to 
the study of jazz. Courses focus on performance, arranging, history, music technology and 
production. Marshall has hosted guest artists including 26-time Downbeat Critic’s and Reader’s 
Poll award-winner Steve Turre; Ashlin Parker; world-renowned jazz percussionist Jeff Hamilton; 
and Ellis Marsalis, giving students chances to engage and interact with masters of the music. 
 
Marshall is hosting the jazz competition and festival in partnership with the Nu Jazz Agency, an 
international jazz music management, marketing, promotions, booking, distribution and arts 
consulting company. For more information on the Ellis Marsalis International Jazz Piano 
Competition, visit: www.jazzpianocompetition.org or contact Saunders at 
m.saunders@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Football season tickets available for faculty/staff at special rate, 
with payroll deduction 
 
Marshall’s Department of Athletics is making football 
season tickets available for faculty and staff at special 
rates, and with payroll deduction available for six 
paychecks over the period of July 20 through Oct. 18. 
 
Take a look at the schedule to see what’s in store for 
the Herd at www.herdzone.com/sports/m-
footbl/sched/mars-m-footbl-sched.html. 
 
A map of the seat locations is available 
at www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/2018FootballSeasonTicketStaffPricingMap.pdf,  and a 
payroll  deduction form is available 
at www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/Athletics_PayrollDeductionForm_2018-with-
pricing_rev.pdf. 
 
For further information, visit www.herdzone.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall holds annual ROTC Commissioning Ceremony 
 
Ten Marshall University students were commissioned as Second Lieutenants in the U.S. Army 
during the university’s annual ROTC Commissioning Ceremony Friday, May 4, at the Heritage 
Station Courtyard. 
 
Since 1951, Marshall’s commissioning ceremony has served as the culmination of years of study 
and effort resulting in a cadet becoming a commissioned officer, according to Kelli Brewer, 
ROTC Recruiting Operations Officer. 
 
“This marks the transition from officer trainee to a leader of soldiers,” Brewer said before the 
ceremony. “Attendees will have the chance to witness military traditions as well as listen to 
advice from our keynote speaker, Marshall alum Col. Len Rosanoff. Col. Rosanoff graduated 
and commissioned in 1991 and currently serves as the Chief G3 Special Operations Division. He 
will speak about their new leadership roles while leading soldiers under their command. Cadets 
will take their Oath of Office, pledging to support the Constitution of the United States against 
all enemies, and to obey the orders of the President.” 
Graduates who were commissioned as Second Lieutenants in the U.S. Army included the 
following: 
 
• Ethan Hunter Bellamy is a graduate of Point Pleasant Jr./Sr. High School. He is the son of 
Denny and Deborah Bellamy of Point Pleasant, WV. Hunter enrolled at Marshall University 
in the fall of 2013 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in environmental science and a 
minor in biology. Hunter will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by Beau Bellamy and Tylun 
Campbell. MSG McGuire (ret) will render his first salute and LTC Painter will administer 
his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Bellamy will serve in the West Virginia Army 
National Guard and was branched Armor. He will begin BOLC training on January 17, 2019 
at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
• Joseph G. Clark is a graduate of Huntington High School in Huntington. He is the son of 
Paul Richard Clark and Lynn Allison Clark of Huntington, WV. Joseph enrolled at Marshall 
University in the fall of 2015 and is graduating with a Regents bachelor’s degree. Joseph 
will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by his wife, Nicole Lee Clark. SSG (ret.) Lynn 
Allison Clark will render his first salute and father, MAJ Paul Richard Clark (ret.) will 
administer his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Clark will serve in the Active Duty 
component and was branched Quartermaster. He will begin BOLC training on August 19, 
2018 at Fort Lee, Virginia. 
• John Martin Elliott is a graduate of Buckhannon-Upshur High School. He is the son of Todd 
and Mary Elliott of Buckhannon, WV. John enrolled at Marshall University in the fall of 
2016 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. John will be pinned as a 
Second Lieutenant by his mother and father. SFC Brandon McGuire (ret.) will render his 
first salute and LTC Painter will administer his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Elliott 
will serve in the Active Duty component of the Army and was branched into the 
Transportation Corp. He will begin BOLC training on May 27, 2018 at Fort Lee, Virginia. 
• Saul Eric Garcia is a graduate of Falls Church High School.  He is the son of Elida Lovo of 
Annandale, Virginia. Saul enrolled at Marshall University in the fall of 2016 and is 
graduating with a Regents bachelor’s degree. Saul will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by 
his mother and sister, Sonia Garcia. MSG Brandon McGuire (ret.) will render his first salute 
and LTC Painter will administer his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Garcia will serve in 
the West Virginia Army National Guard and was branched Medical Services. He will begin 
BOLC training in July 2019 at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
• Kimberly S. Calhoun is a graduate of Russell High School, in Russell, Ky.  She is the son of 
Darryl Harris of Chesapeake, Ohio and Susan Aust of Flatwoods, Ky. Kimberly enrolled at 
Marshall University in the fall of 2014 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in medical 
laboratory science. Kimberly will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by her mother and 
father. SGT Dallas Calhoun will render her first salute and MAJ Colin Burroughs will 
administer her Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Calhoun will serve in the Kentucky Army 
Reserves component and was branched Medical Services. She will begin BOLC training in 
on October 9th, 2018 at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
• Jacob W. Manoni is a graduate of Hurricane High School, in Hurricane, WV.  He is the son 
of Joseph Manoni and Kelly Mangus of Hurricane, WV. Jacob enrolled at Marshall 
University in the fall of 2014 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration with a major in finance and a minor in economics. Jacob will be pinned as a 
Second Lieutenant by his mother and father. MSG (ret) Robbie Robinson will render his 
first salute and LTC Painter will administer his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Manoni 
will serve in the West Virginia Army National Guard component and was branched 
Adjutant General. He will begin BOLC training in June 2019, at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina. 
• Garrett May is a graduate of Washington High School in Charles Town, WV. He is the son 
of Tim and Susan May of Charles Town, WV. Garrett enrolled at Marshall University in the 
fall of 2014 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in secondary education with a focus 
on social studies. Garrett will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by his mother and sister, 
Rebekah May. His father, SSG Tim May (ret.) will render his first salute and LTC Painter 
will administer his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant May will serve in the Active Duty 
component of the Army and was branched Signal Corp, branch detail Field Artillery.  He 
will begin BOLC Training on October 25th, 2018 at Fort Sill, OK. 
• Johnathan I. Miller is a graduate of Lincoln County High School, in Hamlin, WV. He is the 
son of Jeff and Kay Miller of Sod, WV. Johnathan enrolled at Marshall University in fall of 
2014 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in applied mathematics. Johnathan will be 
pinned as a Second Lieutenant by his fiancé, Haley Samantha Ann Sallee, and mother Kay 
Miller.  MSG Jeff Miller (ret.) will render his first salute and LTC Plumley will administer 
his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Miller will serve in the Active Duty component of the 
Army and was branched Armor. He will begin BOLC Training on May 29th, 2018 at Fort 
Benning, GA. 
• Michael Simmoneau is a graduate of Carlisle High School in Carlisle, PA. He is the son of 
Christopher Twine and Cecilia Simmoneau of Carlisle, PA. Michael enrolled at Marshall 
University in the fall of 2014 and is graduating with a Regents bachelor’s degree. Michael 
will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by his mother and father.  MSG McGuire (ret.) will 
render his first salute and LTC Painter will administer his Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant 
Simmoneau will serve in the Army National Guard component and was branched Military 
Police. He will begin BOLC Training on November 4th, 2018 at Fort Leonard Wood. 
• Blake Smith is a graduate of Lincoln County High School in Hamlin, WV. He is the son of 
Lester Paul Smith of Hamlin, WV and Teressa Gibson of Danville, WV. Blake enrolled at 
Marshall University in the fall of 2014 and is graduating with a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice. Blake will be pinned as a Second Lieutenant by his mother and father. 
MGS McGuire (ret.) will render his first salute and LTC Plumley (ret.) will administer his 
Oath of Office. Second Lieutenant Smith will serve in the Army Reserves and was branched 
Ordinance. 
 
To learn more about Marshall’s Army ROTC program, visit www.marshall.edu/rotc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lewis College of Business honors faculty and staff at annual 
awards banquet 
 
Three faculty members and a staff member from the Marshall 
University Lewis College of Business have been honored by the 
college’s Faculty Awards Committee and Advisory Board for their 
teaching, research, service and outstanding performance. 
 
 
The 2018 awardees are: 
 
• Dr. Marc Sollosy, associate professor of management, who received the Robert Bruce Hayes 
Award for Excellence in Teaching; 
• Dr. Mohammad Karim, assistant professor of finance, who received the Robert P. Alexander 
Award for Excellence in Research; 
• Dr. Jean Price, associate professor of accounting, who received the Robert P. Alexander 
Award for Excellence in Service; 
• Glen Midkiff, Director of Stakeholder Engagement, who received the Advisory Board Award 
for Staff Member of the Year. 
 
The Excellence in Teaching Award recognizes overall excellence in teaching by a business 
faculty member. Excellence in teaching is demonstrated by pedagogy that engages students in 
the learning process, creates an environment that stimulates intellectual curiosity and facilitates 
acquisition of knowledge. 
 
The Excellence in Research Award is presented to a faculty member(s) who demonstrates and 
achieves scholarly work as recognized by his or her peers. 
 
The Excellence in Service Award is presented to the individual who 
best exhibits outstanding service to the Lewis College of Business 
and Marshall University. 
 
The Staff Member of the Year is presented to the individual who 
embodies the mission of the college, produces quality work, and 
consistently displays characteristics valued and appreciated by 
coworkers. The awardee must be a reliable compass continually 
pointing the college in the direction of its goals and aspirations. 
 
In addition, three other faculty and staff members were honored. Dr. Harlan Smith, professor of 
economics, received the Lifetime Achievement Award. Smith will be retiring at the end of this 
academic year after 27 years of service. Staff members Molly Robertson, accounting assistant, 
and Sandy Hicks, business manager, were also honored for their years of service. 
 
To learn more about the faculty and staff in the Lewis College of Business, visit 
www.marshall.edu/cob. 
 
———– 
 
Photos: (Above, left to right) Glen Midkiff, Advisory Board Award for Staff Member of the 
Year; Dr. Marc Sollosy, Robert Bruce Hayes Award for Excellence in Teaching award recipient; 
Dr. Avinandan Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis College of Business; Dr. Harlan Smith, Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipient; and Dr. Mohammad Karim, Robert P. Alexander Award for 
Excellence in Research recipient.(Below, left to right) Mukherjee; Dr. Jean Price, Robert P. 
Alexander Award for Excellence in Service recipient; and Dr. Nancy Lankton, head of the 
Division of Accountancy and Legal Environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine names Yazan Numan, M.D., May Resident 
of the Month 
 
Yazan Numan, M.D., has been selected as the May Resident of 
the Month, announced Paulette S. Wehner, M.D., vice dean for 
graduate medical education at the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine. 
 
Numan is completing the second year of a three-year internal 
medicine residency. 
 
“Dr. Numan has a unique ability to lift up the spirits of the whole 
team, including nursing, medical and other support staff and give them the ability and confidence 
to effectively and efficiently function,” Wehner said. “To be nominated for Resident of the 
Month by your colleagues is always an honor.  But for your colleagues to go beyond that and call 
you the ‘very best’ and ‘most outstanding internal medicine resident ever’ is noteworthy in itself. 
” 
 
Numan was also praised for his outstanding medical knowledge, exceptional patient care and 
passion for teaching.  One of the nominators noted, “As a resident and physician, I hope to 
embody the same qualities as Dr. Numan in order to become a better doctor and advocate for my 
patients.” 
 
Internal Medicine Residency Program Director Eva Patton Tackett, M.D., praised Numan for his 
work ethic. 
 
“Yazan is our best example of the power of passion and energy in the practice of medicine.  He 
exemplifies his passion and energy across the entire medical spectrum – during patient care to 
education to research,” Patton Tackett said. “He is passionate about it all and has an endless 
energy supply!” 
 
Numan completed his medical degree from Hashemite University –Ibn-Sina Medical  and plans 
on completing a hematology/oncology fellowship after residency.  As part of his recognition as 
the May Resident of the Month, he received items including a plaque and a designated parking 
spot. 
 
——— 
 
Photo: Yazan Numan, M.D. (left), is presented with a plaque after being named the Marshall 
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine May Resident of the Month.  He is pictured 
with Eva Patton Tackett, M.D., internal medicine program director. 
 
 
 
 
 
RCBI broadens scope of 3D printing camps 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) is expanding its 
popular 3D printing camps to include additional methods of 
making for middle and high school students. 
 
“Our enhanced camps this summer offer a fresh approach to 
making while continuing to focus on STEM activities that 
develop an array of thinking skills and abilities that are 
relevant to campers now – and a command of the ones that 
are essential to the future of West Virginia and the nation,” 
said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director and CEO. 
 
Maker camps in Huntington, South Charleston and Bridgeport will offer hands-on experience 
in 3D design, 3D printing, assembly, coding, soldering, basic electronics, electromagnetism and 
hydraulics. Campers also will explore careers in manufacturing and technology as they tour local 
businesses and interact with entrepreneurs. 
 
Engaging activities will introduce an entrepreneurial mindset and open eyes to new approaches 
and possibilities, building experience and confidence. A maker festival at the end of the week 
will give campers an opportunity to share their creations – and all they’ve learned – with family 
and friends. 
 
Camp locations and dates are: 
 
• Bridgeport: June 18-22 
• South Charleston: July 9-13 
• Huntington: July 16-20 
 
The STEM-focused camps run from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily. The cost is $180 per student and 
includes supplies, as well as lunch and snacks each day. Seating is limited, so register now at  
www.wvmakes.com. 
 
Nuts, Bolts & Thingamajigs, an education foundation established by the Fabricators & 
Manufacturers Association International, and the State of West Virginia are providing financial 
support for the camps. 
 
For more information, contact RCBI’s Deacon Stone at dstone@rcbi.org or 304-781-1659. 
 
————– 
 
Photo: The Robert C. Byrd Institute is expanding its 3D printing camps in Huntington, South 
Charleston and Bridgeport to include other STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) 
fields such as electronics, hydraulics, computer coding and more. 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty/Staff Achievement: Dr. Sasha Zill 
 
Dr. Sasha Zill, professor of biomedical sciences, presented the research of his group (students 
Christian Harris, Sumaiya Chaudhry) as an invited participant and discussion chair to a 
conference sponsored by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute at its Janelia campus in Ashburn, 
Virginia April 23.  The conference brought together an international group of neuroscientists and 
neurogeneticists to discuss recent advances in understanding the development and function of the 
nervous systems of invertebrates and vertebrates.  The research at Janelia utilizes exciting, new 
techniques of neurogenetics that allow for identifying the structure and functions of neurons in 
the context of biomechanics and behavior. Zill’s research was funded, in part, by a grant from 
the WVCTSI (West Virginia Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute).  
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty/Staff Achievement: Dr. Nega Debela 
 
Dr. Nega Debela, professor of curriculum and instruction, has presented a paper at the Hawaii 
International Conference on Education. The paper, titled “Beyond Scientism: Some Applications 
of Scientific Notions in Education,” has also been published in the proceedings: 
http://hiceducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/EDU2018.pdf 
 
In April, he also discussed with Ohio State University students how his experience and education 
in five countries, earning five degrees, 
See the video at: https://www.facebook.com/EthioEducation/. 
 
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
Use the new #MYHuntington hashtag 
Marshall University and the City of Huntington have started using a new social media hashtag— 
#MYHuntington—to highlight all the great things that happen in Huntington. Please feel free to 
use the hashtag if you are active on social media yourself. 
 
 
 
 
 
WMUL-FM wins Associated Press Broadcasters awards 
 
Students from Marshall University’s public radio station, WMUL-
FM, received two first-place awards and two second-place awards 
in the metropolitan classification during the fifth annual “The 
Virginias” Associated Press Broadcasters awards ceremony April 
21 at The Greenbrier in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. 
 
For the first time, the university’s radio station competed in the 
Radio I/Metropolitan Division with the major commercial and 
noncommercial radio stations from throughout the two states, said 
Dr. Chuck G. Bailey, professor of radio-television production and management in the W. Page 
Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications and faculty manager of WMUL-FM. 
 
“Winning the 2017 Outstanding Sports Operation of the Virginias and Best Sport Play-by-Play 
first place awards are an amazing accomplishment, considering that the FM 88 Sports Staff and 
sports anchor/reporter Luke Creasy did this while competing against veteran broadcasting 
professionals working for all the major news/sports talk radio stations across both West Virginia 
and Virginia,” Bailey said. “WMUL-FM was named the Outstanding Sports Operation for the 
ninth time since 1985. The last times in ‘The Virginias’ were for 2016 and 2014. The other years 
were for just West Virginia in 1990, 1991, 1994, 2000, 2005 and 2010. 
 
“Overall, this four total award effort helps to build upon another successful year and 
demonstrates the value of this campus radio station to Marshall University, the College of Arts 
and Media and the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications.” 
 
The two first-place station and individual award-winning entries were: 
 
Outstanding Sports Operation for the Virginias, which went to the FM 88 sports staff led by 
Luke Creasy, a senior from Huntington and the 2017 WMUL-FM sports director. “It’s great 
to hear such extensive sports operations for radio in 2018,” the judges said in their 
comments. “It’s not the case everywhere anymore. And love the enthusiasm from 
everybody. Clearly passionate about your stuff.” 
 
Best Sports Play-by-Play, recognizing WMUL-FM’s broadcast of Marshall football versus 
North Carolina State University played at Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, North Carolina 
on Sept. 9, 2017. The students calling the football game broadcast over FM 88.1 were 
announcer Adam Rogers, a graduate student from Milton; and Creasy, the color 
commentator.  Bailey, faculty manager who served as analyst/on-site producer, as well as 
engineer Spencer DuPuis, a sophomore from Leesburg, Virginia, were recognized as well. 
“Any contest entry which includes the phrase ‘smack dab’ is a winner. Automatically. You 
guys sound great,” the judges said in their comments. 
 
The two second-place award-winning entries were: 
 
Best Sports Play-by-Play for the broadcast of Marshall men’s basketball versus University 
of Tennessee-Martin played at the Cam Henderson Center in Huntington on Nov. 10, 2017. 
Students involved in calling that men’s basketball game broadcast over FM 88.1 were 
Rogers, Creasy, and engineer Marquez Davila, a senior from Sterling, Virginia. 
 
Best Sports Anchor, earned by Creasy for a compilation of work he wrote and announced 
during the “5:00 p.m. Edition of Newscenter 88” throughout 2017. 
 
———— 
  
 
Photo: From left to right are Starr Talley, Associated Press Director-Local Markets; Adam 
Rogers, WMUL-FM Student Manager and Luke Creasy, WMUL-FM Sports Director. 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed May 16, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, May 14, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/May-9-2018. 
 
 
